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Abstract.This study aims to analyze the theories of multicultural education approach and its application in the 

context of Islamic Religious Education (PAI). Using a qualitative approach based on literature study, this research 

explores theories such as social justice, pluralism, social interaction, constructivism, humanism, and social 

transformation, and their relevance to Islamic values. The results show that multicultural education is in line with 

Islamic teachings, such as tolerance, justice, empathy, and respect for diversity. The integration of these theories 

in PAI can create an inclusive learning environment that encourages intercultural dialogue, character 

development, and respect for differences. Implementation challenges include stereotypes, limited resources and 

lack of teacher training, while opportunities include increased tolerance, curriculum enrichment and technology 

utilization. This research highlights the importance of education policies that support multicultural inclusivity and 

relevance in building a harmonious society. 
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Abstrak.Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis teori-teori pendekatan pendidikan multikultural dan 

aplikasinya dalam konteks Pendidikan Agama Islam (PAI). Dengan menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif 

berdasarkan studi literatur, penelitian ini mengeksplorasi teori-teori seperti keadilan sosial, pluralisme, interaksi 

sosial, konstruktivisme, humanisme, dan transformasi sosial, serta relevansinya dengan nilai-nilai Islam. Hasil 

penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pendidikan multikultural sejalan dengan ajaran Islam, seperti toleransi, keadilan, 

empati, dan penghargaan terhadap keragaman. Integrasi teori-teori ini dalam PAI dapat menciptakan lingkungan 

belajar yang inklusif yang mendorong dialog antar budaya, pengembangan karakter, dan penghormatan terhadap 

perbedaan. Tantangan implementasi termasuk stereotip, sumber daya yang terbatas, dan kurangnya pelatihan 

guru, sementara peluangnya termasuk peningkatan toleransi, pengayaan kurikulum, dan pemanfaatan teknologi. 

Penelitian ini menyoroti pentingnya kebijakan pendidikan yang mendukung inklusivitas dan relevansi 

multikultural dalam membangun masyarakat yang harmonis. 

 

Kata kunci:  Analisis Teori, Pendidikan Multikultural, Agama Islam 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

Education is one of the main pillars in building an inclusive and harmonious 

civilization. In the context of Indonesia's multicultural society, the multicultural education 

approach becomes very relevant to create understanding, tolerance, and respect for diversity 

(Windayani et al., 2024). Islamic Religious Education (PAI) also has an important role in 

internalizing universal Islamic values that support the principles of equality, justice, and respect 

for differences. This paper will outline the theories of multicultural education approaches and 

their relevance in the perspective of PAI. 

Multicultural education is an approach that recognizes and appreciates cultural 

diversity in the educational environment. In the context of Islamic religious education, this 
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approach is very relevant considering that Islam is a universal religion that teaches the values 

of tolerance, mutual respect, and harmony between religious communities (Handoko et al., 

2022). This paper will discuss various theories of the multicultural education approach and its 

application in Islamic religious education 

Multicultural education is an important approach in the context of education in 

Indonesia, which is known as a country with cultural, ethnic and religious diversity. In the 

perspective of Islamic religious education, this approach is very relevant building tolerance and 

mutual respect among various community groups (Rosyada, 2014). Multicultural education 

not only aims to appreciate differences, but also to create an inclusive and harmonious 

environment. Multicultural education is a response to the diversity of cultures, ethnicities, 

religions and other backgrounds in society. Its goal is to create a learning environment that is 

inclusive, fair and respectful of differences (Supriatin & Nasution, 2017)). In the context of 

Islamic Religious Education (PAI), multicultural education has a strong foundation, because 

the teachings of Islam itself uphold tolerance, brotherhood, and justice for all human beings. 

Multicultural education is becoming increasingly important in the context of 

globalization and cultural diversity in society. In Indonesia, which is known for its ethnic, 

religious, and cultural diversity, multicultural education is not only a necessity, but also a 

challenge (Wihardit, 2010). In this context, Islamic Religious Education (PAI) has a strategic 

role in shaping the character of students who are able to interact and appreciate differences. 

This paper will discuss the theories of multicultural education approaches and how they can be 

integrated in the perspective of PAI.  

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW  

Definition of Multicultural Education. 

Multicultural education is an educational approach that recognizes, values and 

celebrates cultural diversity in society (Sipuan et al., 2022). The main goal of this education is 

to create an inclusive learning environment, where all students, regardless of cultural 

background, can learn and develop optimally. Definitions from experts on multicultural 

education: 

1. James Banks, an expert on multicultural education, defines multicultural education as an 

approach that aims to change the education system to make it more equitable and 

responsive to the needs of students from diverse backgrounds (Palili, 2018)). He 

emphasizes the importance of integrating multicultural content in the curriculum and 

developing positive attitudes towards diversity. 
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2. H.A.R. Tilaar, an Indonesian educator, defines multicultural education as an educational 

process that respects differences in culture, religion, race and ethnicity (Supriatin & 

Nasution, 2017). Tilaar emphasized the importance of education that builds awareness of 

diversity as a foundation for creating a harmonious and tolerant society. 

Important concepts in multicultural education can be explained as follows (Rois, 2013) 

a) Inclusion is a principle that emphasizes the importance of including all students in the 

learning process regardless of cultural, social or physical background. Inclusive 

education creates an environment that supports the active participation of all students, so 

that each individual feels valued and accepted. 

b) Equality, in multicultural education, means giving all students equal access to quality 

education. This involves the elimination of discrimination and the recognition that every 

student has equal rights in the learning process. 

c) Social Justice is a concept that emphasizes that all individuals deserve fair and equal 

treatment in education. In the context of multicultural education, social justice means 

addressing the injustices experienced by minority groups and creating a fair education 

system for all. 

d) Respect for Diversity. Multicultural education promotes respect for different cultures, 

religions and values. It helps students to understand and appreciate different perspectives, 

and builds an attitude of tolerance and mutual respect. 

e) Intercultural Dialogue and Communication. Multicultural education encourages 

constructive dialogue between cultures, so that students can share experiences and learn 

from each other. This is essential for building understanding and cooperation among 

individuals from different backgrounds. 

Multicultural education is a very important approach in creating a harmonious and 

inclusive society. By understanding the definition and the important concepts involved, we can 

design an education system that not only educates, but also builds awareness of diversity and 

tolerance. 

 

Theories of Multicultural Education Approaches 

Here are some of the main theories in the multicultural education approach that can 

help understand and implement an education that is inclusive and respectful of diversity: 

1. Social Justice Theory. This theory emphasizes the importance of justice and equality in 

education. Education should be able to provide equal opportunities to all students, 

regardless of social, cultural or economic backgrounds (Hadi et al., 2024). In the context 
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of multicultural education, this theory encourages recognition of the injustices 

experienced by minority groups and creating a more equitable system. 

2. Pluralism Theory. Pluralism theory recognizes and celebrates cultural and ethnic 

diversity in society. This approach suggests that education should not only emphasize 

one culture or worldview, but integrate various perspectives in the curriculum (Idi, 

2015)). It aims to help students understand and appreciate differences, and develop an 

attitude of tolerance. 

3. Social Interaction Theory. This theory focuses on how individuals interact with each 

other in diverse social contexts (Ginting, 2023) In education, interactions between 

students from different backgrounds can increase understanding and appreciation of 

differences. This approach encourages dialogue and collaboration, which are important 

for creating an inclusive learning environment. 

4. Constructivism Theory. This theory argues that knowledge is constructed through 

experience and social interaction (Suryadi et al., 2022). In the context of multicultural 

education, constructivism encourages students to actively engage in the learning process, 

share experiences and learn from each other. This helps students develop a deeper 

understanding of different cultures and values. 

5. Humanism theory places humans at the center of the education process (Sultani et al., 

2023)). In multicultural education, this approach emphasizes the development of 

students' character and morals, as well as the importance of empathy and mutual respect. 

Education should be oriented towards the needs and potential of individuals, as well as 

building positive relationships among students. 

6. Transformation Theory. This theory, popularized by Paulo Freire, emphasizes the 

importance of education as a tool for social transformation. Multicultural education can 

help students become agents of change by making them aware of social issues and 

injustices ((Purnamasari, 2017). It encourages them to contribute to a more just and 

inclusive society. 

7. Social Identity Theory. This theory examines how individuals' identities are influenced 

by their social groups. Multicultural education should pay attention to students' identities, 

helping them understand and appreciate their own backgrounds. (Sutalhis & Novaria, 

2023)) This strengthens the sense of identity and pride, and reduces stereotypes and 

prejudices 
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Theories of multicultural education provide a strong framework for developing 

educational practices that are inclusive and responsive to diversity. By understanding and 

integrating these theories, educators can create learning environments that support the personal 

and social growth of students from diverse backgrounds. 

 

Islamic Religious Education Perspective on Multicultural. 

Islamic Religious Education has a rich and deep perspective on multiculturalism. Here 

are some key points that reflect Islam's view on cultural and religious diversity. 

1. Acceptance of Diversity. In the Quran surah Al-Hujurat (49:13), Allah says that humans 

were created from various tribes and nations to know each other (Subki & Fitrah Sugiarto, 

2021). This shows that diversity is part of the divine design and should be accepted and 

respected. The Principle of Tolerance: Islam teaches the importance of tolerance towards 

differences, whether in terms of culture, religion, or tradition. Muslims are taught to 

respect differences and establish good relationships with others. 

2. Justice and Equality. The principle of Justice in Islam emphasizes fairness in all aspects 

of life, including education. All individuals, regardless of cultural or religious 

background, are entitled to equal education (Basri & Irsyad, 2024). Equality Before God, 

in Islam, all human beings have equal dignity before God. This encourages Muslims to 

treat each other fairly and equally, regardless of differences. 

3. Interfaith Dialogue. Encouraging Dialogue in slam encourages interfaith dialogue as a 

way to build understanding and mutual respect. The Quran surah Al- Ankabut (29:46) 

invites Muslims to discuss in a good way and respect the beliefs of others (Arifinsyah, 

2020). Respect for Differences in the context of dialogue, Islam teaches that differences 

in beliefs should not be a barrier to mutual respect and cooperation in good things. 

4. Character and Moral Education. Value-based education, Islamic Religious Education 

emphasizes the importance of developing good character and morals. Values such as 

empathy, fairness, and mutual respect are essential in multicultural contexts ((Nafsaka et 

al., 2023)). Building Empathy, Education that teaches students to understand and 

appreciate differences can help them develop empathy and positive attitudes towards 

others. 

5. The Ummah Principle. The concept of Ummah in Islam, there is a concept of ummah 

that emphasizes solidarity and unity among all Muslims, as well as respect for diversity in 

a global context (Sulni, 2024)). Islamic Religious Education can strengthen a sense of 

unity while respecting the differences that exist within it. 
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6. Inclusive Education. Access for All, Islamic religious education should be inclusive, 

providing access to all individuals, including those from different backgrounds (Gusti, 

2021)This is in line with the principles of justice and equality in Islam. 

Islamic Religious Education's perspective on multiculturalism reflects universal values 

that can strengthen social cohesion and build a harmonious society. By integrating these 

principles in education, Muslims can create a respectful and inclusive environment and 

contribute positively to diversity in society. 

 

3. METHOD 

The research approach used in this research is qualitative to explain that this research 

is qualitative, focusing on content analysis of the sources collected, outlining the literature 

research method for analyzing theories of multicultural education approaches in the context of 

Islamic Religious Education (Saefullah, 2024)). The purpose of this study is to explain the 

purpose of the study, which is to analyze the theories of multicultural education and its 

relevance in Islamic Religious Education. 

This research formulates a research question that will be answered, namely what are 

the theories of multicultural education approaches that are relevant to Islamic Religious 

Education. The literature study used is a source collection that identifies academic sources such 

as books, journal articles, dissertations, and research reports related to multicultural education 

and Islamic religious education and uses academic databases, such as Google Scholar, JSTOR, 

and university libraries. 

The criteria for selecting sources were to choose relevant, current and highly credible 

sources. Including works from prominent authors in the fields of multicultural education and 

religious studies. Data analysis in this research is. Theory categorization is grouping theories 

of multicultural education found in the literature. For example, social justice theory, social 

interaction theory, pluralism theory, and others. The relevance to Islamic religious education 

is to analyze each theory in the context of Islamic values (Anam, 2016). Comparing and 

contrasting the principles of these theories with relevant Islamic teachings. Synthesis and 

interpretation is compiling findings, namely compiling findings from the analysis carried out. 

Presenting how multicultural education can be implemented in the context of Islamic religious 

education. Identifying patterns and relationships is identifying patterns that emerge from the 

theories analyzed and how these patterns can support inclusive and value-based education 

practices. The data analysis technique used was thematic analysis to identify the main themes 

in the literature 
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4. RESULTS  

Analysis of Multicultural Education Approach Theories in the Context of Education 

Islamic religion. 

Analysis of multicultural education approach theories in the context of Islamic 

Religious Education can be seen from several aspects that are relevant to Islamic values. Here 

are some important points that can be used as a reference: 

1. Social Justice Theory. This theory emphasizes the importance of justice and equality in 

education. In the Islamic context, the principle of justice is highly emphasized, as in the 

Quran surah Al-Ma'idah (5:8) which calls on Muslims to be fair witnesses. Multicultural 

education can be integrated with these values by providing equal opportunities to all 

students, regardless of their cultural background. 

2. Social Interaction Theory. This approach focuses on intercultural interaction and mutual 

understanding. In Islam, the importance of ummah (community) and cooperation among 

people is emphasized. Multicultural education can create an environment that supports 

intercultural dialogue and tolerance, in line with Islamic teachings on respect for 

differences. 

3. This theory emphasizes that knowledge is built through experience and social interaction. 

In the context of Islamic Religious Education, this is in line with learning methods that 

encourage students to actively participate and discuss. This approach can facilitate a 

deeper understanding of Islamic teachings and their application in a multicultural context. 

4. Pluralism Theory. Pluralism recognizes cultural and religious diversity in society. Islam 

itself recognizes this diversity, as stated in the Quran surah Al-Hujurat (49:13). 

Multicultural education that teaches the values of pluralism can help students appreciate 

differences and build interfaith harmony. 

5. Humanism Theory. This approach places humans at the center of the educational 

process. In Islam, humans have a high dignity and are considered as caliphs on earth. 

Therefore, education should be oriented towards character and moral development, 

including a sense of empathy and concern for others, which is the core of multicultural 

education. 

The multicultural education approach in the context of Islamic religious education is 

highly relevant to Islamic values, such as justice, tolerance, respect for differences and character 

development. Integrating these theories in the education curriculum can help create a generation 

that is more sensitive and responsive to diversity in society Here are some aspects of 

multicultural education that can be integrated with Islamic values: 
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1. Theological foundation, namely diversity as sunnatullah. In the Quran, Allah created 

humans with various tribes and nations (Quran 49:13). This diversity is not only a fact, 

but also part of divine wisdom. Multicultural education is in line with this teaching, 

teaching students to appreciate differences and understand that each individual has a role 

in society. The Value of Tolerance. Islam teaches the value of tolerance and mutual 

respect between religious communities. In the Quran, there are many verses that invite 

people to dialogue in a good way (Quran 16:125). Multicultural education can build a 

tolerant and respectful attitude, which is very important in a diverse society. 

2. The ethical foundation of social justice is that Islam emphasizes the importance of 

justice in all aspects of life, including education. Social justice theory teaches that all 

individuals deserve equal education. Multicultural education can help reduce 

discrimination and promote social justice, in accordance with Islamic teachings. Empathy 

and Care. Multicultural education encourages the development of empathy towards 

others. In Islam, the value of empathy and caring is highly emphasized, as in the hadiths 

that stating that a Muslim is one who does not harm other Muslims. Education based on 

these values will produce individuals who care for others, regardless of cultural or 

religious backgrounds. 

3. The practice of Multicultural Education, namely inclusiveness in the curriculum, 

namely integrating educational materials that reflect cultural and religious diversity in 

the curriculum can help students understand the universal and specific values of each 

culture, including Islam. This creates an inclusive and respectful learning environment. 

Intercultural Dialogue involving students in intercultural dialogue can strengthen their 

understanding of Islamic values that respect differences. It also provides opportunities 

for students to share their experiences and perspectives, which enriches the learning 

process. 

The multicultural education approach in the context of Islamic religious education 

provides a strong theological and ethical foundation. By utilizing Islamic values of diversity, 

tolerance, justice, and empathy, multicultural education can create a generation that is more 

inclusive, tolerant, and sensitive to differences, and able to contribute positively in a diverse 

society as an example of the implementation of each theory in the context of Islamic Religious 

Education (PAI) learning. For example, in learning Islamic history, teachers can emphasize 

positive interactions between Muslims and adherents of other religions in the past. 
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Implementation of Multicultural Education in Islamic Religious Education Facingn 

Various Challenges and Opportunities. 

The following is an analysis of these two aspects: 

a. Challenge 

1. Stereotypes and Prejudice. Negative stereotypes of certain cultures or religions can 

hinder the acceptance of multicultural education. Education that promotes tolerance and 

understanding is often hindered by deep-rooted prejudices. 

2. Lack of Teacher Understanding and Skills. Many teachers have not had sufficient 

training or understanding of multicultural education. This results in a lack of ability to 

teach the material in a way that is sensitive to diversity. 

3. Limited Resources. Access to educational resources that support a multicultural 

approach, such as varied teaching materials, is often limited. Schools may not have 

adequate support to develop a multicultural curriculum. 

4. Conflict between traditional and modern values. Some communities may reject 

multicultural education approaches because they are perceived to conflict with traditional 

values or religious teachings. This can create resistance to change. 

5. Identity politics. Identity politics can divide communities, making multicultural 

education more difficult to accept. Tensions between cultural and religious identities 

often arise, hindering constructive dialog. 

 

b. Opportunities 

1. Increasing Tolerance and Harmony. Multicultural education can be a tool to increase 

tolerance and harmony among religious communities, creating a more harmonious 

society. This is in line with Islamic teachings to respect and understand each other. 

2. Character and Moral Development. This approach can help in the development of 

students' character, including values such as empathy, justice and social responsibility. 

These are important aspects of Islamic education. 

3. Inclusive Curriculum. Integrating elements from different cultures and religions into 

the curriculum can enrich students' learning experiences. It gives them a broader 

perspective and a deeper understanding of diversity. 

4. Intercultural Dialogue. Multicultural education creates space for constructive intercultural 

dialog. It can help students to share experiences and learn from each other, strengthening 

social bonds. 
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5. Use of Technology. Technology can be used to support multicultural education, such as 

through online learning platforms that offer access to a variety of learning resources. This 

facilitates collaboration between students from different backgrounds. 

The implementation of multicultural education in Islamic Religious Education faces 

significant challenges, but also offers great opportunities to create a more inclusive and 

harmonious society. By understanding and overcoming the challenges, as well as capitalizing 

on the opportunities available, multicultural education can contribute positively to the 

development of individuals and society. 

 

5. DISCUSSION 

The following is a discussion of the results of research that analyzes the theories of 

multicultural education approaches in the context of Islamic Religious Education. The aim is 

explore how multicultural education theories can be integrated in Islamic Religious Education 

and how this can improve students' understanding of diversity. 

Methodology This research uses a qualitative approach with literature analysis that 

includes academic sources, books, and journal articles. This research focuses on collecting and 

analyzing data from various theories of multicultural education and its relevance to Islamic 

Religious Education. 

The main findings of analyzing the theories of multicultural education approaches in 

the context of Islamic Religious Education are: Social Justice Theory (a) Relevance. This theory 

is highly relevant in the context of Islamic Religious Education, which emphasizes justice and 

equality. Research shows that by implementing the principles of social justice, education can 

help eliminate discrimination and create a more inclusive environment. (b) Implementation. 

Islamic schools can adopt a curriculum that reflects diversity and provides equal access to all 

students. The theory of pluralism is: (a) Respect for Diversity. Research found that multicultural 

education contributes to the development of positive attitudes towards differences. Pluralism 

theory encourages students to appreciate and understand the traditions and values of different 

cultures. (b) Classroom Practice. Integrating stories and traditions from different cultures in 

teaching Islamic Religious Education can enrich students' learning experience. Social 

Interaction Theory, namely (a) The Importance of Interaction. Research results show that 

interaction between students from different backgrounds increases understanding and tolerance. 

Islamic Religious Education can facilitate intercultural dialog, strengthening social 

relationships among students. (b). Cooperative Activities. Organizing cooperative activities 

involving students from diverse backgrounds can support learning and collaboration. 
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The practical implications of multicultural education approach theories in the context 

of Islamic Religious Education are Inclusive Curriculum. Islamic Religious Education should 

develop an inclusive curriculum, including content that represents diverse cultural and religious 

perspectives and Teacher Training. Teachers need to be trained to understand and apply the 

principles of multicultural education in their teaching. This will help them to be more sensitive 

to the differences that exist in the classroom. 

 

6. CONCLUSION  

This research shows that multicultural education theories provide a strong framework 

for improving Islamic Religious Education. By integrating principles of social justice, pluralism 

and social interaction, education can become more inclusive and responsive to diversity. This 

will not only enrich students' learning experiences but also help build a more harmonious and 

tolerant society. 

 

LIMITATION  

Policy development, educational institutions need to develop policies that support the 

implementation of multicultural education and further research, further research is needed to 

explore best practices in the implementation of multicultural education in the context of Islamic 

Religious Education, as well as its impact on students and society. Thus, the results of this study 

provide valuable insights into how multicultural education can be integrated in Islamic 

Religious Education to create a more inclusive learning environment that respects diversity 
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